
Lecture 3: Descriptive Politics

And the case for optimalism over fundamentalism.
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Motivation

Political polarization is an important

part of why the US is dysfunctional.

Can we analyze these forces?



The Spatial Theory of

Voting

The concepts of left and right can be

quantified. The

spatial theory of voting is one way to

do so.

https://www.law.berkeley.edu/files/Quinn-Slides.pdf
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The American Political

Compass

You can project people down from a

high-dimensional ideology space onto

a political compass, like this.



The Chinese Political

Compass

The axes of the political compass will

differ by space and time. Here's a

sample of the Chinese.
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The Left-Right Fusions

If the other side is so illogical, why is it around?

In practice, some of the most successful ideologies of all time have

been left-right fusions. Not exactly "centrist", but combining

elements of both. Here are seven examples.



1. Holy Roman Empire

Christianity started out as the original

communism, tearing down the Roman

Empire.

Eventually, hundreds of years later, a

pope (!) awarded a king (!) the

title of Roman Emperor.
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Protestantism started by tearing down

the authority of the Catholic Church.

Eventually, many wars and migrations

later, the WASP (White Anglo Saxon

Protestant) establishment ran the US.
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3. Republican

Conservatives

Radical Republicans were on the left,

and tore down slavery in the

South. Eventually, Republicans

became the conservatives.



4. Soviet Nationalists

Soviet communism started as an

internationalist, Trotskyist project.

Eventually, under Stalin, it was fused

with Russian nationalism.



5. Democratic

Capitalists

The mid-century US was democratic

and capitalist, using its democracy

to morally justify its capitalism (vis-a-

vis communism).



6. CCP Entrepreneurs

The Chinese Communist Party

defeated the nationalists and seized

all the land for the state. Then,

decades later, under Deng,

it fused with capitalism.



7. Woke Capital

The New Left that arose in the 60s

went from campus radical to

tenured radical to Fortune 500 CEO

and establishment ideology by 2021.



Why Left-Right Fusions? (1/2)

Each of these began as a radical left-wing movement that tore down the

establishment and then became the establishment.

The left provides the moral justification, the right provides the

power and money.



Why Left-Right Fusions? (2/2)

That's not to say this is the only model, or that all of these

models have the same dosage of left and right.

Just that it is a common and successful model that explains

why both left and right stick around.



The Full Cycle

One cycle is as follows, particularly applicable to the

Republicans from 1865 to 2020.

a new movement gains moral authority

moral authority (status) leads to economic authority (wealth)

economic authority leads to loss of moral authority (to the poor)

loss of moral authority leads to loss of economic authority
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The Western Political

Compass, Again

Here's the Western political compass

again.



Horseshoe

theory

Horseshoe theory says

that extreme left and

right meet and become

authoritarian.



Figure 8

Theory

We can generalize that

to figure 8 theory,

where extreme

libertarian left and right

meet and become

anarchy.



NYT vs CCP

vs BTC

We can superimpose

Woke Capital,

Communist Capital,

Crypto Capital on this

diagram.



Sympathy,

Submission,

Sovereignty

CCP: you must submit

NYT: you must

sympathize

BTC: you must be

sovereign



Tyranny vs

Anarchy

In a time of tyranny,

whatʼs scarce is

freedom; in a time of

anarchy, whatʼs scarce

is leadership.



The

Decentralized

Center

We seek something in

the middle of these

powerful forces.



Summary

�. Left/right can be quantified

�. Left/right can prop each other up in a fusion state

�. Anarchy may be this century's problem, not just tyranny

�. We seek a decentralized center



Next Steps

Please fill out the feedback form.

To contribute figures and copy edits, go to github.com/1729/content/issues.

http://github.com/1729/content/issues

